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DOORWAYS THAT ENHANCE AND DIGNIFY 



By Charles Alma Byers 



FRONT doorways afford a most interesting 
study. Mutely expressive of attributes, vari- 
ously shaded, ranging from whole-hearted hos- 
pitality to cold reserve or dignified aloofness, their 
influence upon the home, particularly because of 
the position occupied, is invariably most potent, 
and hence, in their designing, they especially de- 
serve the maximum of thoughtful consideration. 

The doorway, or entrance feature, of a home 
must naturally correspond with the architectural 
style employed for the house in general. However, 
various modifications are always possible, and a 
proper handling of these modifications will nearly 
always result in successfully accomplishing the 
expression of the attribute or quality desired. To 
so interpret a particular type of doorway as to 
make it expressive of either warmth or coldness, 
old-fashioned hospitality or formal aloofness, of 
variously shaded plebeian informality or refined 
dignity, and so forth, and to have it at the same 
time fully conform architecturally with the re- 
mainder of the house, therefore, should always 
comprise the builder's aim. 

The matter of floral treatment for the front en- 
trance also deserves more or less careful study. 




The simple but effective entrance of a large cement stucco 

HOUSE columns OF DORIC TYPE — BRICK-PAVED TERRACE ACROSS 

FRONT 



Many charming possibilities are afforded by it in 
this respect, and it is very often possible, by the 
mere use of flowers, vines and other foliage, to 
change the character of a doorway entirely. The 
strictly formal entrance, of course, requires but lit- 
tle more than an evenly balanced arrangement of 
either bay trees or arbor-vitse in pots or urns, and 
perhaps one or more pairs of Italian cypress, but 
for informal schemes the planting may be more 
profuse and irregular. However, in either case, a 
proper regard must be shown for the general char- 
acter of the street vista, the style of the house in- 
dividually, the particular quality that it is desired 
the entrance shall radiate, and so forth. 

In present-day home-building the broad, sweep- 
ing veranda or front porch is by no means so 
common as it was a few years ago. Instead, the 
out-door lounging retreat, which it was intended 
to comprise, is now more often relegated to some 
place either on one side or in the rear of the house, 
where greater privacy may be enjoyed. As a 
result, the type of entrance that represents an 
entrance feature only is quite the vogue, and hence 
entrance designing is beginning to constitute a 
considerable art, for it must now receive undi- 

vided attention. In our adaptations from 

the architectural styles of foreign countries, 
particularly from Italy, Spain and France, the 
entrance is especially susceptible to interest- 
ing interpretation. The various so-called 
Colonial styles are also exerting a consider- 
able influence upon modern home architecture, 
and the Colonial entrance is invariably at- 
tractive, if consistently and otherwise properly 
handled. With it there has naturally been 
returned to favor the old-fashioned knocker, 
of charming possibilities, and not infrequently 
in such types of entrances are likewise found 
inviting doorway seats, variously designed. 

Herewith are reproduced photographs of 
several doorways and entrances that will be 
found especially worthy of close study. Not 
only are they of widely different styles, but 
they also afford suggestions for floral treat- 
ments, the arranging of doorway seats, the 
planning of possible terraces, and many other 
auxiliary things. 
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Broadly speaking, the 

EXTRAXCE HERE IS OF FrENCH 

IXFLUEXCE THE DESIGN OF 

THE MARQUISE AND THE IBON 
GRILLE-WORK ARE ESPECIALLT 
WORTHY OF NOTE 



A SIMPLY DESIGNED ENTRANCE WITH SEATS AT EACH SIDE, 
WHILE THE DOOR IS PROVIDED WITH OLD - FASHIONED 
KNOCKER AND LATCH 




Vn ENTRANCE THAT SHOWS AN EFFECTIVE COMBINING OF RED 

BRICK AND WHITE ARTIFICIAL STONE A CEIMENT TERRACE 

EXTENDS ACROSS THE FRONT 
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The entrance shown 

here is of an imposing 

HOME OF Italian villa 

INTERPRETATION, WORTHY 
OF STUDY IN EVERY DETAIL 




The ENTRANCE OF A HOUSE OF MODIFIED FrENCH COLO- 
NIAL INTERPRETATION, WITH A HIGH-BACKED SEAT AT 
EITHER SIDE OF THE DOORWAY 




The entrance shown here is especially interesting for its 
ciiar3iing floral treatment 



